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Amber is fossil resin so it is not technically
a ‘gemstone’. Amber is formed when the
resin of a free is prohibited from breaking
down because it is deprived of oxygen,
such as being under water. For the resin
to survive long enough to become
Amber, it must lay dormant for more than
10 million years. Any younger and it is
considered Copal.

Unlike bone fossils where minerals
replace the cavity left behind during

gradual decomposition, Amber is the
actual resin.

Baltic Amber is considered to be the
highest quality in the world. From the
shores of Gdansk in Poland, divers collect Amber but it has
also been known to wash ashore. It is from a pine variety of
the Sciadopityaceae family that used to live in northern
Europe, but now only remains as the Umbrella tree of Japan.

The inclusion of insects or plant material in
Amber increases the value of the specimen
In ancient China it was customary to burn
amber during large festivities; it gives off a
characteristic ‘pinewood’ fragrance.

www.crystalcaves.com.au


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sciadopitys
http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.science.widener.edu/~schultz/canon_10d/amber/amber4.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.science.widener.edu/~schultz/canon_10d/amber/amber.html&h=1051&w=838&tbnid=Qcnsor4_vz2taM:&zoom=1&docid=muQ2nKcfFdMftM&ei=JXyiU52sMs7f8AWD24LQBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMygZMBk&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=694&page=1&start=0&ndsp=33
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=oONWAQ7NdjCPHM&tbnid=7bWzPwq0FNNB7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.amberjewelryglam.com/baltic_amber_beads_luxury_necklaces&ei=AH2iU6KoOYbDkAWEloGgDw&bvm=bv.69411363,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGxNMoTbmdP16v_qmNS3M_go_JE4g&ust=1403244064171093
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=UWeCCzi5pgpM3M&tbnid=_NT4pMnp-Do0oM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ebay.com.au/itm/Certified-Baltic-Amber-ADULT-ANKLET-natural-/170905857057&ei=rX2iU--UBYrOkAWJuIGQCQ&bvm=bv.69411363,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNHKujCvBvOGONGuMle8yPnFOWQpMw&ust=1403244278227902

