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Today, Palmer River Gold is rarer than Diamonds, 

but in the 1800’s prospectors could collect nuggets 

as big as 13 ounces by turning over a rock in this 

thriving goldfield.   
For those inflicted with Gold Fever, you can still 

be rewarded with nuggets between a few 

grams and up to 3 ounces. Heavier nuggets are 

so rare that those weighing more than one 

ounce are valued at twice the price! Gold 

Nuggets are collector’s specimens and valued considerably higher 

than the gold price, a nugget should never be melted down.  
The Palmer River Goldfields are situated south of Laura and North of 

Chillagoe in outback North Queensland and have captured the hearts 

of many local prospectors.  

Many legends and folklore surround the Palmer 

River turbulent and violent history including 

massacres and murders. This area continues to 

be a volatile region with a prospector being 

murdered as recent as 2014.  


